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. The problem of trying to determine the number and identity 
of persons arrested following the revolution is compounded by 
the Pact that the Brazilians themselves have apparently kept no 
accurate records of this action or at least as of new have not 
eonsolidated 1t in one location. This is partly due to the 
fact that arrests have been carried out by the military (each 
of the three services independently), various state militias 
and even mmicipal authorities. 


Pointing up the nature of this quandry, Rie's Jornal de 
Commerci.o reported the following on April 30--almost a full 
Honth efter the revolution began, "The Minister of Justice 
(Milton Campos)...affirmed yesterday that he did not know the 
number of political prisoners still under arrest throughout 

othe country or the time it will take to process them, He 
@erther stated that he had sent offielals to the States solicite 
ing lists of those detained and the specific motivation for the 
action in each case..." To our knowledge, the only list which 
has come to light as of the date of this airgram is a list of 
prisoners in the State of Minas Gerais. This list did not 
‘Enchude the additional infermation eoncerning the charges 
agai nee the individuels. 


vreventhetieally, an American newsman told an Embassy 
offieer that one of the questions pre-submitted for President 
Castello Brance's first press eonference {see Embassy's A+1375 
of May- 21, 1964) had been a queery concerning the number of 
orilsoners taken anc those stili held. The question was ignored 
during the preas conference itself, 


ues 
GSE Jibowngrada ].2-yr intervala, 
© autematically declassified 





POL: DEZUeIPAL /ratp DCM - Minister Mein 


37 (3 «BSS xine on Py S bn 
POL/RiRGahagen (in Graft) 





DECLASSIFIED Authority NND 62847 
by MP/AMW on 31 Dec 2014 











A-1377, 3/21/64 
Page 2 
Rio de Janeiro. 


information concerning political priseners being held.is also 
supposed to be forwarded te the joint military-police inquiry into 
subversion under the Goulert regime. This inguiry is being carried 
eut by a group headed by Marshal Taurine Resende Neto. Apparently, 
complete information concerning prisoners has not yet reached this 


The purpese of this airgram is to summarize bits and pieces of 
information which have come te light and which may or may not have 
been separately reported. 


The partial information in this respect is tabulated bel ow, 


Location Arrested Still Held Source 
Goias Several 19 Brasilia's A-152 , 
Hundred af May 13, 1964 
Rie Grande 300 Gen. Mario Poppe de 
do Sul , Figueiredo (ARMA's 
2809015664, May 4) 
Rie Grande About 1000 236 Consul Porto Alegre 
do Sul : from Chief of DOPS 
(reported to Embassy 
May 20) 
Minas Gerais _ 3000 500-600 Belo Horizonte 's 
Para. 50-60 Consulate Officer, 
Belem 
Guanabara | co Unknown number Police estimates, 
top of releases have press accounts 
estimate) taken place 
Sao Paule State 10,000 Unknown number Police estimates, 
{top ef releases have press accounts 
estimate) taken place 
Marshal Hermes Prison 166 List published in 
(FAB prisoners) © Globo of May 13 
Prison Ships Guanabara 113 . ARMA*ts 2809017764, 
| 7 May 18, 1964 
Fortress, Artille ah ARMA's 2809017764, 
Conmand GuRaAbaee) | May 18, 1964 
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& member of the War Minister's Cabinet told an Embassy officer 
that perhaps 2000-3000 prisoners were still being held throughout 
the country (Brasilia's A-156). While this estimate might well be 
deliberately low, we do believe that the number of persons 
spiginally arrested considerably exceeda the number still being 

~held under detention. 


By means of this alrgram, the Embassy solicits the consulates 
and the Brasilia office to continue to report information which 
will enable us to keep a tabulation of the numbers of individuals 
arrested and released. 


Por the Ambassador: 


John Keppel 
Counselor for 
Political Affairs 
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